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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by Kikuchi 
US 6,898.165 B2. 

Regarding claim 1 Kikuchi teaches an optical disc reproducing apparatus (50 of 
Fig. 1) comprising of a housing (Col 6 Line 25 chassis, 112 of Fig.4), a reading section 
which is disposed inside said housing and reads data recorded on an optical disc (Col 3 
Line 38-42 optical pickup, 16 of Fig. 1), a storing section which stores the data read by 
said reading section (Col 4 Line 3-5 A RAM and EEPROM, 43 and 44 of Fig. 1), a 
reproducing section which reproduces the data stored in said storing section (Col 4 Line 
304 a D/A converter, 46 of Fig. 1), a reference discal unit which is disposed outside said 
housing and is rotated at a predetermined reference rotational speed and in a 
predetermined reference rotational direction (Col 6 Line 26-27 turntable, 118 of Fig. 4), 
an operation discal unit which is mounted on said reference discal unit to rotate together 
with said reference discal unit, and is capable of rotating in a desired rotational direction 
at a desired rotational speed according to a user's manipulation (Col 6 Line 27-29 disk, 
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122 of Fig. 4), a detection discal unit which is accommodated in said housing, and is 
connected with said operation discal unit to rotate in sync with the rotation of said 
operation discal unit (Col 6 Line 31-34 encoder, 124 of Fig. 4, Fig. 5), a first detecting 
section which is disposed inside said housing, and detects a rotational speed and 
rotational direction of said detection discal unit (Col 7 Line 15-19 sensor unit, 126 of Fig. 
4). a second detecting section which is disposed outside said housing, and detects a 
rotational speed and rotational direction of said reference discal unit (Col 7 Line 29 
photo interrupter, 128 of Fig. 4), and a control section which determines the rotational 
speed and rotational direction of said detection discal unit based- on each detected 
result from said first detecting section and said second detecting section, and controls 
said reading section, said storing section and said reproducing section, so that a data 
reproduction desired by the user is performed (Col 7 Line 21-30 CPU, Col 4 Line 3-5 
CPU maintains data from RAIVI and EEPROM. Col 4 Line 31-35 CPU changes 
reproducing signal to adjust speed of reproducer, 42 of Fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 2 Kikuchi teaches the optical disc reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein, said control section gives a control to read the data 
stored in said storing section at a predetermined reference reading speed and in a 
predetermined reference reading sequence, when it is determined that said detection 
discal unit is rotating at said reference rotational speed and in said reference rotational 
direction, and said control section gives a control to read the data stored in said storing 
section at the reading speed and in the reading sequence according to a detected result 
from said first detecting section, when it is determined that said detection discal unit is 
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not rotating at said reference rotational speed in said reference rotational direction (Col 
4 Line 3-5 The RAM and EEPROM are both used as a working memory for the CPU 
and as a means to maintain various data., Col 5 Line 45 - 55 The CPU obtains the 
rotational speed and direction from the photo interrupters. It than translates the 
detection result into a scratch by changing the rotational speed and direction of the 
spindle motor.. . Col 4 Line 21 - 35 The rotational speed comparing circuit detects 
whether or not there is a discrepancy between a rotational speed of disk and a 
predetermined value. A signal is then generated to the CPU.). While it is not explicitly 
stated, the CPU would need to access information in the EEPROM for the 
predetermined value of the rotational speed. Then by using this value and the 
information sent by the sensors, the CPU can change the rotation direction and speed 
of the spindle motor. 

Regarding claim 3 KikuchI teaches the optical disc reproducing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein, the reference discal unit has a cross-section of concave 
shape, and with the concave shaped portion of said reference discal unit, said second 
detecting section is protected from outside. It can be seen from Figure 4 the second 
detecting section (128 of Fig. 4) is enclosed within the concave shape of the reference 
discal unit (1 18 of Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 4 Kikuchi teaches an operating apparatus for optical disc 
reproduction comprising of a housing (Col 6 Line 25 chassis, 112 of Fig.4), a discal unit 
which is disposed outside said housing and is rotated at a predetermined rotational 
speed and in a predetermined rotational direction (Col 6 Line 26-27 turntable, 118 of 
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Fig. 4), an operation discal unit which is mounted on said discal unit to rotate together 
with said discal unit, and is capable of rotating in a desired rotational direction at a 
desired rotational speed according to a user's manipulation (Col 6 Line 27-29 disk, 122 
of Fig. 4), a detection discal unit which is accommodated in said housing, and is 
connected with said operation discal unit to rotate in sync with thie rotation of said 
operation discal unit (Col 6 Line 31-34 encoder, 124 of Fig. 4, Fig. 5), a first detecting 
section which is disposed outside said housing, and detects the rotational speed and 
rotational direction of said discal unit (Col 7 Line 15-19 sensor unit, 126 of Fig. 4), a 
second detecting section which is disposed inside said housing, and detects the 
rotational speed and rotational direction of said detection discal unit (Col 7 Line 29 
photo interrupter, 128 of Fig. 4), and a control section which controls a processing of 
data recorded on an optical disc in an optical disc reproducing apparatus being 
connected externally, according to each detected result from said first detecting section 
and said second detecting section, so that a data reproduction desired by a user is 
performed (Col 7 Line 23-30 CPU, 42 of Fig. 1 ). 

Examiner's Note 

The referenced citations made in the rejection(s) above are intended to exemplify 
areas in the prior art document(s) in which the examiner believed are the most relevant 
to the claimed subject matter. However, it is incumbent upon the applicant to analyze 
the prior art document(s) in its/their entirety since other areas of the document(s) may 
be relied upon at a later time to substantiate examiner's rationale of record. A prior art 
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reference must be considered in its entirety, i.e., as a wliole, including portions that 
would lead away from the claimed invention. W.L. Gore & associates. Inc. v. Garlock. 
Inc. . 721 F.2d 1540, 220 USPQ 303 (Fed. Cir. 1983), cert, denied, 469 U.S. 851 (1984). 
However, "the prior art's mere disclosure of more than one alternative does not 
constitute a teaching away from any of these alternatives because such disclosure does 
not criticize, discredit, or otherwise discourage the solution claimed...." In re Fulton . 391 
F.3d 1195, 1201, 73 USPQ2d 1141, 1146 (Fed. Cir. 2004). 

Contact 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kezhen Shen whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1815. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 am to 5:30 pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on (571) 272-7332. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kezhen Shen 
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